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(2) Are implemented only after con-
sidering the full or partial use of exist-
ing infrastructures; 

(3) Facilitate access to Government 
acquisition opportunities by small 
business concerns, small disadvantaged 
business concerns, women-owned, vet-
eran-owned, HUBZone, and service-dis-
abled veteran-owned small business 
concerns; 

(4) Include a single means of pro-
viding widespread public notice of ac-
quisition opportunities through the 
Governmentwide point of entry and a 
means of responding to notices or so-
licitations electronically; and 

(5) Comply with nationally and inter-
nationally recognized standards that 
broaden interoperability and ease the 
electronic interchange of information, 
such as standards established by the 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology. 

(c) Before using electronic commerce, 
the agency head shall ensure that the 
agency systems are capable of ensuring 
authentication and confidentiality 
commensurate with the risk and mag-
nitude of the harm from loss, misuse, 
or unauthorized access to or modifica-
tion of the information. 

(d) Agencies may accept electronic 
signatures and records in connection 
with Government contracts. 

[63 R 58592, Oct. 30, 1998, as amended at 66 FR 
27409, May 16, 2001; 68 FR 28094, May 22, 2003; 
70 FR 14954, Mar. 23, 2005; 72 FR 63076, Nov. 7, 
2007] 

Subpart 4.6—Contract Reporting 

SOURCE: 73 FR 21776, Apr. 22, 2008, unless 
otherwise indicated. 

4.600 Scope of subpart. 
This subpart prescribes uniform re-

porting requirements for the Federal 
Procurement Data System (FPDS). 

4.601 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart— 
Contract action means any oral or 

written action that results in the pur-
chase, rent, or lease of supplies or 
equipment, services, or construction 
using appropriated dollars over the 
micro-purchase threshold, or modifica-
tions to these actions regardless of dol-
lar value. Contract action does not in-

clude grants, cooperative agreements, 
other transactions, real property 
leases, requisitions from Federal stock, 
training authorizations, or other non- 
FAR based transactions. 

Contract action report (CAR) means 
contract action data required to be en-
tered into the Federal Procurement 
Data System (FPDS). 

Definitive contract means any con-
tract that must be reported to FPDS 
other than an indefinite delivery vehi-
cle. This definition is only for FPDS, 
and is not intended to apply to Part 16. 

Entitlement program means a Federal 
program that guarantees a certain 
level of benefits to persons or other en-
tities who meet requirements set by 
law, such as Social Security, farm 
price supports, or unemployment bene-
fits. 

Generic DUNS number means a DUNS 
number assigned to a category of ven-
dors not specific to any individual or 
entity. 

Indefinite delivery vehicle (IDV) means 
an indefinite delivery contract or 
agreement that has one or more of the 
following clauses: 

(1) 52.216–18, Ordering. 
(2) 52.216–19, Order Limitations. 
(3) 52.216–20, Definite Quantity. 
(4) 52.216–21, Requirements. 
(5) 52.216–22, Indefinite Quantity. 
(6) Any other clause allowing order-

ing. 

[73 FR 21776, Apr. 22, 2008, as amended at 74 
FR 2713, Jan. 15, 2009; 75 FR 77735, Dec. 13, 
2010] 

4.602 General. 

(a) The FPDS provides a comprehen-
sive web-based tool for agencies to re-
port contract actions. The resulting 
data provides— 

(1) A basis for recurring and special 
reports to the President, the Congress, 
the Government Accountability Office, 
Federal executive agencies, and the 
general public; 

(2) A means of measuring and assess-
ing the effect of Federal contracting on 
the Nation’s economy and the extent 
to which small, veteran-owned small, 
service-disabled veteran-owned small, 
HUBZone small, small disadvantaged, 
women-owned small business concerns, 
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